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Message from our Principal, Miss Thomas
Dear Pupils, Parents/Carers, Staff, Stakeholders, our Friends and Neighbours,
I have been really proud of our staff and pupils this term.
Of staff, in the way they have creatively used different strategies and technologies for teaching pupils
who have been at home and for making sure that our pupils in school made progress through an
interesting and varied range of activities. In the way our admin team has kept the school functioning
and our domestic, site and catering teams in their important day to day efforts, feeding us and
keeping the school clean and safe.
Of pupils, in the way they have participated so well in their learning, both at home and at school. We
have been really impressed by the photographs and work which have been sent in.
I also want to say a big thank you to parents and carers who have supported our pupils with their
learning at home. I know this hasn’t always been easy, but through teamwork we have been able to
help our pupils progress. As a result, our Y11 pupils have been able to complete their coursework
and at different stages across school we have seen pupils make good progress in their reading; in
developing their knowledge in a variety of subjects; in improving their practical skills through working
in a home context, e.g. in food technology or horticulture; in exploring expressive and creative
activities, e.g. art and lego; and in their Duke of Edinburgh achievements.
We have also been able to make some key changes in school. If you turn to page 16 you will see our
fantastic new ties and blazers. The introduction of these is a result of the work of our Pupil Voice
team and following a request by Aiden, Liam and Paige. As a result, we consulted with pupils in
different year groups and the blue and gold ties were voted in. Ties and blazers are optional for all
pupils, but we are excited to see any pupil who wants to change their uniform in the new style. Every
pupil will get their first tie in each colour for free, so order yours now if you would like one.
We have also completely changed and updated our horticulture area, which is now safe, clean and
full of growing vegetables! Next year our pupils in Post 16 will be engaging in getting some chickens
in this area. A life project, led by Miss Millington, where pupils will develop researching, financial,
planning and teamwork skills. The end result should be a good sized living area for some well kept
birds. ‘Project Chicken’ will present plenty of opportunities for our pupils to learn important life skills.
Finally, teachers have been planning the curriculum for next year. We are determined that our pupils
should leave school in Y11 with 5 GCSEs or equivalent and we aim to offer a strong and varied
curriculum which supports this. We also have the finest support team in our Clinical and Pastoral Care
teams. Together we aim to support and enable our pupils to make the best possible progress.
An individual pack will be sent home to each child at the end of term, detailing their timetable, class
teacher and chosen GCSE options for Y10 and Y11. We hope that you find this information useful and
we look forward to seeing your child back in school (full time, unless government guidelines change
before then) on Wednesday 2nd September.
Wishing the best of health to you and your family,

Miss S. Thomas

Pupils win Engage Creative awards!
Congratulations to our pupils scooping six
‘engage in their future’ creative awards!
We’re very proud of all your achievements.
This year the theme was ‘Connections’ with
three categories; Poetry, Short story and
Photography. Here’s our winners below:
Poetry
KS3 - 2nd: Ben M
KS4- 1st: Freya
Post-16 - 1st: John A
Short story:
KS4 - Joint 2nd: Alex
Photography
Post 16 - 1st Damon
Post 16 - 2nd 2nd: Codey

Damon

To read more about our Poetry entries turn
to our Literacy page on p10!
Mr Smith, Assistant Headteacher,
commented “Following another year
and despite the strange conditions, our
pupils and staff have achieved a fantastic
outcome in this year’s Engage Creative
Awards. The annual national competition
is always well represented by nominations
from West Kirby and this year has been a
real success.
The pupils have been incredibly creative in
all categories and the results mirror this
success. Mrs Kelleher also achieved success
in the Staff category for her photography
and poetry entries. Well done all, and
here’s to another creative and successful
year next year.”
engage commented “The theme of the
competition was “Connections”, which
proved to be very topical and seemed

Codey

to really resonate with everyone that
took part. This led to some incredible
creativity, thought and effort across all
the categories. Our congratulations to
everyone that took part.”

engage in their future is the national association
within the SEMH sector of Special Educational
Needs, working to improve life chances for
children experiencing Social, Emotional and
Mental Health challenges (SEMH).
Daniel says “Thank you!”

www.engageintheirfuture.org
gbfbfgb
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School building improvements
and what to expect
Our Premises team have been very busy
this last few months improving our school
building to make it an enjoyable and
comfortable place to come to school and
learn.
Here’s some of the changes you’ll see when
you return:
•

Corridor and school hall have been
decorated on the ground floor. These
are now the same colour as the main
entrance area
A transformed Horticulture area - see
opposite page!

•

Changes to keep us safe
When we return in September, we’ve made
some changes in school to keep us safe.
Here’s what to expect:
•
•
•
•

Hand washing facilities at main
entrances
Learning groups
Increased cleaning routines within the
school community
Seating plans to enable social distancing
when travelling in school vehicles

Thank yo u to
all o ur
Premises team
!
Physical distancing reminders in our decorated corridors

New Post 16 entrance

Mr Hulme, Head of Post 16, updates us...
“The Post 16 unit has a new entrance
designed for its students. All students will
be provided with a fob which will open the
entrance and will also allow them to record
when they enter and leave the building.
It gives the students more responsibility and
independence and is part of an on-going
process to style the Post 16 unit as a college
like environment, which further reinforces
the ethos of Post 16 as being a stepping
stone for transition from West Kirby School
to new educational settings.”
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Horticulture update
Our Horticulture area has undergone a
transformation over the last few months.
Miss Harris and Mr Jones, who run the
Horticulture department, updated us with
their news...
“During the past few months the
horticulture area has been developed.
All the grass has now gone and been
replaced with bark chipping, we also have
six lovely raised beds and a new cover on
the polytunnel. During the holiday more
work will be carried out on the area. Into
next year we will have an outdoor working
classroom where students can study and
learn more about horticulture. We are
also hoping we’ll be getting some more
chickens soon, once the new run has been
made.

“

Our fabulous Horticulture leads,
Mr Jones and Miss Harris

The area already looks fantastic and in
the near future will look even better. This
year we have been growing vegetables,
these will go to the kitchen for students
and staff to eat at lunch time.
Next year we are hoping students from
different classes will take an interest
in horticulture and come up with their
own ideas, what we should plant for the
following year, which is also beneficial for
their mental health and wellbeing.”

I enjoy being outside and it’s relaxing potting on the plants. I’m pleased with
my ASDAN Certificate in Horticulture I got this year and am looking forward
John, Horticulture student
to doing the next module.

”

Before

Now
During

Which pupils do Horticulture?

From garden to plate for lunch...
Lettuce and kale now for sale!

Pupils in primary and secondary have
horticulture as part of their timetable,
which gives them the opportunity to
enjoy learning outdoors. In year 10,
pupils can take Horticulture as an
Option following the ASDAN Short
Course in Gardening.
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WKS community
community@wkrs.co.uk

Thank you to all our parents and carers for helping to make our virtual assemblies
a success during the last term, by sending in messages, news and shout outs. It not
only puts a smile on our faces, but has been a fantastic way to keep a sense of school
community together. Thanks also to Mr Smith, Mr Scullion and our pupil team for the
production of the fabulous assemblies.

Parent feedback during lockdown
“We keep laughing saying I never ever thought I would hear the words I miss school
and I miss my teachers come out of his mouth.” Parent of new pupil
“First of all, thanks for everything you’ve all been doing over this very strange time.
As parents we have felt so supported and that Breandán’s wellbeing has been at the
heart of all you’ve been doing. We will miss Friday assembly, thanks, Annie.” Parent

Congratulations!
Last term’s winner of the Attendance Award raffle was Erin!
8
This term Louis was the raffle winner - for commitment to
learning, community contributions and learning new skills

Community activities during lockdown
We’ve been proud to see so many of our pupils doing things for other people during their
time at home and learning new skills, here’s just a few of the shout-outs we’ve received.
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News from our Residential care
Hello to everyone and welcome to the Care Department
To those of you that are leaving us, you
have been exceptional and have pushed
through everything that has come your
way over the past year.
We hope that all the life skills, key work
sessions and chats that we have had, will
stay with you and help you to progress in
the future.
We will miss the cinema nights, walks
along the promenade, the funny videos
that Nathan shows us, Jack’s generosity
and kindness and Louis’ sense of humour.
You have set the bar high for others that
come to the residential setting and we
hope that you’re proud to have been a
part of WKRS.

“It has been a tough time over the last
months but you have all coped and
managed so well with the support of
families and staff. Wishing those who
are leaving us good luck and happy
new adventures. For the young people
coming back, looking forward to seeing
you all. Have a Great Summer break”
Mr Hayes

On behalf of the Care Team,
Good luck and best wishes!”
Mr Wilkes
“Wishing you well for the future
Louis. It has been a pleasure being your
key worker over the last few years and
watching you progress with life skills
needed to move forward into adult life.
I hope you get your tattoo at the end of
the month when you turn 18! Take care
of yourself” Miss Foxley

“What a way to end the year! So
sorry that we haven’t been able to
celebrate your time at West Kirby
School and College as we would have
liked to. I wish you all well for your
futures and hope that you will keep in
touch to let us all know how you are
doing.” Mrs Smith

“To Jack, Nathan and Louis,
Wishing you all the very best in life
as you move on, it's been a pleasure
working with you - 'Time flies like an
arrow. Fruit flies like a banana!' Good
luck” Miss Marles

All the best Jack, I hope you enjoy
your new college and make lots of
new friends, everyone will miss you at
GHF! Mr Wilkes
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2020 WKS Leavers!
A fond farewell to all our leavers! We wish you the best
of luck for your future beyond West Kirby School!
Transitioning in a pandemic…...

from Helen Shallcross, Careers and Transitions

“Each year, we feel that the end of the
academic year comes around so quickly
and this year is no exception. We are
saying goodbye and good luck to eighteen
amazing pupils who are transitioning from
West Kirby School. Transitioning under
the unprecedented times that Covid-19
presented has been a challenge for
everyone, particularly this cohort of young
people.
Under normal circumstances, they
would have continued to visit their next
destinations, building their confidence for
the next chapter in their lives, while slowly
preparing to say goodbye to the friends,
peers and staff at WKS.
This unususal period has impacted on the
usual transition, planning and access to their
next destinations. This cohort have been
offered places at colleges without interviews,
toured campuses virtually and met with new
staff under social distancing measures. In
addition, a few of our transitioning pupils
face the uncertainty of having to make life
changing decisions on what courses to take,
based on unknown grades of exams for
exams they never sat.
Working together, WKS staff, parents, pupils,
local authorities and colleges have been
keeping in contact with each other to ensure
that their transition is supported effectively

to ensure that they are successful for all
of our students. We are so proud of how
they have managed their transition and
staff at WKS will continue to support
them, and their parents and carers, as
they transition. We will keep in touch with
all of them and will be on hand to help in
anyway that we can.
In addition, the Career Connect team is
on standby to offer transitioning students
advice and guidance if they are unsure
or have any reservations regarding the
placements that they have chosen. We
will all be working together to ensure our
transitioning students are able to thrive in
the pathways they have chosen.”

Update for Careers and Pathways...
Barry Thomas from Career Connect will be
back to offer career advice and guidance
to West Kirby School pupils in the Autumn
term.
Our updated website now hosts
additional information on career and
pathways, we welcome your feedback
and suggestions to Mrs Shallcross, Career
and Pathways Officer on 0151 632 3201
or e-mail hshallcross@wkrs.co.uk

Have concerns or questions about your aspirations and future career plans?
Please contact Helen Shallcross or a member of staff on 0151 632 3201
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GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK TO YOU ALL!!
We would like to wish all our transitioning champions our best wishes in
their future endeavours. Even though they are leaving, we are not saying
goodbye to them but “see you soon and good luck” !

LEAVERS OF 2020
ADAM-CAMERON-CODEYCONNOR-FINLEY-FREJAJACK-JAY-JOHN-JOSHLOUIS-MARC-NATHANAELNATHAN-NICK-SCARLETTSHEA-TOM

“A real shame that I have not been able to say goodbye to you all in person,
as always we are here to support you and wish you well for the future. Keep
people updated on how you are doing and remember to be kind to people
and yourself.” Mr Musgrave

Huge thank you !

Every year we receive a tremendous amount of support from local colleges and training
providers, who open their doors (even virtually) to offer tours, taster sessions and support
to our students to assist them in considering their future options. As the Career and
Pathways Officer at West Kirby School, I would like to thank the following colleges for their
support and patience...
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wirral Metropolitan College
Birkenhead Sixth Form College
Coleg Cambria
The Priory - Wrexham
Liverpool City College
South & West Cheshire College
Carmel College
Riverside College
Morthyng College
Arden College
Greenbank College
Petty Pool College
Derwen College

Arden College & The Priory Wrexham
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Literacy Team update

from Mrs Abernethy & Miss Dennis

We have lots of exciting changes within
the reading and English department.
When we return in September we
have a new primary reading room and
phonics hub to encourage our pupils to
enjoy learning in.
To promote a love of reading we’ll be
recruiting Reading Ambassadors,
continuing with daily ‘DEAR’ time and
focusing on extending our vocabulary.
We look forward to seeing you all!

We’re very proud of our talented pupils,
Ben M, Freya, John A and Alex, who won
places in the engage creative awards!
Life, by Ben M
The Vibrant, beautiful coastline,
The glittering, shimmering sea.
The green fields.
The majestic mountains.
The earth is coming back to life.
Pollution has stopped,
The ozone layer is healing,
The birds are singing in celebration.
Animals are living their best life.
I sit and appreciate our shared home,
Our Planet,
Earth.
The Mundi Calefactio Incessabilis
(Extract) by Freja
Whilst on a polar expedition, scientists made a
discovery...
A hideous monster from the ancient past was
hiding in wait,
Since the ice caps were melting, with no chance
of recovery...
It would return to eat us all if we changed our
ways too late.
...........
The moral of this story is very strange, but true.
When the world’s at risk, and the skies are
darkening,
Humans can be gods and can be cthulhu,
Such is the tale of the Global Krakening.
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New primary phonics reading scheme
With one of our aims to have all pupils
at good reading levels, for September
we’ve introduced a new high quality
phonics teaching programme Read
Write Inc (RWI), for our primary pupils.
This will help to secure the crucial
skills of word recognition that, once
mastered, enables children to read
fluently and naturally, with the
ultimate aim of comprehension;
understanding the meaning of the text
they are reading.
This scheme also provides an
intervention programme for pupils of
an older age to close gaps and secure
good reading levels.

Primary Department
news
The Primary Department has been
particularly busy during these very
strange times. We have taken the
opportunity to build meaningful
relationships and get to know the pupils
who are attending school, this is helping
break down some of their barriers to
learning.
We have done this through creative role
playing and tapping into their creative
imaginations. We’ve been out exploring
the local area while continuing to keep
safe, while also encouraging positive
mental health and well being. We’ve
had a couple of themed fortnights
including pirates and space. Pupils have
participated in literacy and numeracy
based around these themes and we have
gone on to complete numerous projects
based around these themes. The Primary

Department have also been helping
within the wider school community, with
maintenance jobs, virtual assemblies,
horticulture, feeding the birds and helping
serve at lunchtimes.
We have really missed the primary pupils
who are at home, they have regular
contact with school and are completing
their learning virtually on platforms such
as Google Meet. They are progressing well
with their reading and numeracy. It has
been really great to see photos of them
doing things at home or in their local
community.
We really look forward to welcoming
everyone back when restrictions allow, but
until then, please keep safe.
Mrs D Draycott

And thank you to Declan, one of our new primary pupils for sending us this comment
about his experience at West Kirby School, this makes us very happy to hear.
“West Kirby is the best school I have been to. All the staff is kind and like me.
I got a lot of friends. My favourite thing is DT and swimming.”
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Duke of Edinburgh Award update
Duke of Edinburgh Award
@WestKirbySchool
#wksdofe
It has been great hearing about what our pupils have been doing during lockdown to
stay safe, happy and healthy. #DofEWithADifference
Lots of you have been great helpers at home (and in school); you have coped well
with changes and worked on developing your independence skills and resilience.
DofE is all about us developing new skills, keeping physically fit and giving up time to
help others. We would like to share some of the fantastic achievements our pupils and
staff have been achieving during lockdown! There are so many that it is impossible to
mention everyone, but here are just a few fantastic achievements:
•
•
•

•

Kian has helped with DIY projects, painting

•

and gardening at home!

flower planters for people in the local community.

Well done to Mrs Mellors who ran her first

She has also learnt new skills and baked

10K!

meringues for the first time!

Amazing Mrs Irvin has practiced open water

•

•

herself reading bedtime stories for her younger

and achieved a 5 mile PB!

family members!

Kyle’s helped with maintenance in the garden

•

Well done Archie! Archie has been busy

•

Perfecting home baked bread was Mr Musgrave’s

helping on the farm – lots of animal care and

new skill! He’s also made planters from old

maintenance jobs!

pallets and is growing vegetables!

Mrs Draycott, Mr Cox, and Miss Killey
Strava – keeping fit and practicing good

•

Mrs Taplin has been busy crafting and has learnt
needle felting

•

sportsmanship!

Thom’s been improving his photography skills out
and about!

Brandon helped build a new trampoline and
tidy the garden for his family!

•

Harrison has taught his little sister how to ride a
bike! Wow great skills and support!

have been competing with each other on

•

Erin has used her spare time and skills to record

swimming ahead of a swim run challenge

at home! Good work Kyle!
•

Miss Gilmartin has upcycled projects, and made

•

Harvey has created messy play activities for his
little brother to enjoy

Mr Scullion has been perfecting his media
skills while making our wonderful virtual
school assemblies on YouTube!

Well done everyone – we are looking forward to welcoming you back to school and
getting back to our DofE adventures!
Keep up the hard work everyone – you are doing a great job!

If you’re aged 14 or older and are interested in joining the

From your DofE Staff Team
Mrs Draycott, Miss Killey, Mr Davies, Miss Gilmartin,
Mr Cox, Mr Scullion
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If you’re aged 14 or older and are interested in joining the adventure, speak
to Mrs Draycott to find out more!

adventure next year, speak to Mrs Draycott to find out more!

Thanks to everyone who continues to support our pupils
Please
follow
ontwitter
twitter to
up up
withwith
our adventures!
Please
follow
usus
on
tokeep
keep
our adventures!
@WestKirbySchool
#wksdofe
@WestKirbySchool #wksdofe
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Speech and Language Therapy Team update
Hello to our WKS pupils, families
and local community!
We are missing our wonderful pupils, and
look forward to seeing you all when you
are next in school.
Well done to all of our pupils who have
been working in school and taking part in
their SaLT sessions at home. We are very
proud of you.
Here are a few fun activities you can try
at home this term, or during your summer
holidays. Have fun!
From Miss Gilmartin, Miss Lambert,
Miss Callaghan and Mrs Mellors
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Other school news

Mrs Clemenson led Refugee
Week activities this term.
Her assembly and class
activities within school
helped raise awareness
for our pupils of refugees,
asylum seekers and Human
Rights.

Pupils have been enjoying our ‘Pets in the
Workplace’ this term. Excellent for mental
wellbeing and getting pupils active
on local walks with our Occupational
Therapy department.

And thanks to Asylum Link
Merseyside for sending our
school a personal video
message.

Lockdown baking!
Lots of baking has been going on this term
in school with our Year 10, 11 and Post
16’s!
We shouldn’t mention the big orange jelly
disaster, but the jaffa cakes were worth it!
Mrs Clemenson and Miss Hercules worked
with our Key Stage 3 and 4 pupils this
term on their awareness of Black Lives
Matter. Learning through discussions in
lessons, watching various reports and
documentaries, this builds on the Protected
Characteristics and SMSC curriculum.

New staff welcome!
A warm welcome to our new members of staff:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mrs J Gooding - SEND
Mrs J Fitzgerald - Primary Teacher
Mr S Davey - Maths lead
Miss J Allison - Teaching Assistant
Mr G Knowles - Teaching Assistant
Miss K Byron - Purchase Ledger Clerk

Meet Mrs V Storey our new Trustee
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Uniform news
Due to popular demand from pupils
we have introduced a blazer and tie as
a uniform option, shown by our smart
pupils in the photos. This is in addition to
jumper alternatives for pupils for when
we return in September.
We have blue ties (years 7 - 9) and gold
(years 10 & 11), £4 each. We are able to
offer the first one of each colour free of
charge.
All uniform items with the school logo
can be purchased in school and we hold a Uniform information can be found
good range of sizes in stock. Mrs Beaver in on the website in the Parents section
Finance runs the school uniform shop.

2020 useful dates
AS level results		

Thursday 13th August 2020 from 9.30am

GCSE results		

Thursday 20th August 2020 from 9.30am

Back to school		

Wednesday 2nd September 2020

Follow us on social media

We’re always updating our Twitter and Facebook pages with
news, useful information and SEN resource links.

West Kirby School and College
Meols Drive, West Kirby, Wirral, CH48 5DH Tel: 0151 632 3201 Email: schooloffice@wkrs.co.uk
Twitter @westkirbyschool Facebook westkirbyschoolandcollege
www.wkrs.co.uk
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