West Kirby News

Summer 2018

Welcome to our Summer newsletter!
WKS pupils winners in ‘Engage in their future’ national awards!
Gold ‘Team
of the Year’
award for our
successful Post
16 sausage roll
enterprise!

Our Post 16 team - Won Gold ‘Team of the Year’

They’re coming home! West Kirby School and College
pupils successfully scooped three places in the Engage
in their future Awards 2018 and one in Engage Creative
Awards! Big congratulations to them all!

Lewis won Gold Sports Student of the Year,

Lewis, in Post 16, received Gold for ‘Sports Student of the
Year’! Lewis has represented team GB in Special Olympics
2017, Equestrian events, gaining Gold and Silver awards!
Two school Enterprise teams also won Gold and Silver
places for ‘Team of the Year’. The Gold winners, part of
the Post 16 provision, Mr Musgrave’s class, had initiated
their own sausage roll making business within school. Their
outstanding team work was recognised. Our Silver winners,
Mrs Thompson’s class have been running their own very
successful school cafe this year.

Codey’s 1st Place photo

Codey won Joint 1st Place for his photography
in the Creative Awards.

Congratulations everyone!
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Message from the Principal, Mr Sim
Hello everyone,
And welcome to our Summer Newsletter which has been compiled as we
come to the end of another busy, fun filled and successful year.
What better way to start my end of year message than with the national award
winning success of our pupils. We gained the top two awards for ‘Team of the Year’ at
the Engage Awards - which celebrates and recognises the value of those wider business
enterprise projects, which going forward will play a more central part to our curriculum
allowing meaningful success in areas far wider than traditional GCSE’s. As a school
we have also gained recognition for our inventive development of the curriculum. The
National Autistic Society have awarded the school it’s Enhanced Practice Commendation
following on from it’s recent re-accreditation of the school. On top of this we have all
the individual success which can be seen throughout this issue. Lewis gaining ‘Sports
Student of the Year’ and representing for Team GB no less! Codey’s joint first award for
his photography. Levi for his artwork and all the pupils successful in Autism’s Got Talent.
Well done everyone! All of it is amazing and highlights the skills, talents and abilities of
our young people.
The Business Enterprise week was a massive success, introducing our pupils to a method
of working that looks at how traditional learning can be adapted to incorporate a wider
recognition of the world of work, marketing and supplying a service for others and
perhaps more importantly ..... FUN!!!
It is also great to see that our newsletter can be informative and helpful in it’s
explanation of ‘Zones of Regulation’. In doing so we hope it not only gives you greater
awareness of the impact of these states of being, but also may help in supporting the
self-regulation of your child.
However, as well as celebrating success, at this time of year we also know it is a time
tinged with sadness, for we have to say goodbye to people and wish them well for the
future. This newsletter celebrates their time with us and we wish them all the best for
their moving on to what we hope will be bigger and better things in a bright future. Take
care all of you!
Finally of course, I must mention our sad loss of Yvonne Sneddon. As a senior care
worker she was loved and respected by pupils and staff alike. Her death after a period
of illness came as a shock to us all, we will miss her. But even in such times of loss we
can acknowledge and celebrate her life which brought so much joy and support to so
many young people. All felt it would be a fitting tribute to dedicate our new Post 16
provision to her memory, along with the planting of a blossom tree, for which we held a
ceremony for at the school.
All that remains for me to say, is to wish you all a happy, settled and peaceful summer
holiday. We hope it is filled with activities, enjoyment and love.
All the best

Mr Sim
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Duke of Edinburgh update
We’ve been busy with expeditions this
term and have our first WKS Gold DofE
Award group!

Our competition
Both the Bronze and Gold teams have taken part
winners!
in their expeditions in North Wales. This has tested
their fitness, endurance and resilience through the
challenges of walking, camping and working in a
team.
Pupils have planned their own routes and
navigated these themselves around the Clwydian
Range and Snowdonia. They’ve carried all of
their own equipment, walked in tough weather
conditions, pitched tents, cooked their own meals
and showed good team work skills in supporting
each other.
The recent heat-wave in July meant that the
expedition was even tougher, because of the
climate and impact this has on energy levels and
hydration. Both groups coped really well with this;
remembering to drink plenty of water and apply
sun cream. It also gave us the opportunity to
wear funny hats and sunglasses to keep cool!!

Both teams have made excellent progress this year!
Pupils are also continuing to complete the sections
of their award e.g. volunteering, physical and skill
sections which need to be completed alongside their
expeditions. Those who complete their Gold Award
will get invited to St James’s palace, to receive their
medal and certificate at the official award ceremony.
We hope more pupils will join DofE next
year! If you’re aged 14 or older and are
interested in joining the adventure next
year, speak to Mrs Draycott to find out
more!

Thanks to everyone who continues to support our pupils. Please
follow us on twitter to keep up with our adventures!
@WestKirbySchool #wksdofe
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Enterprise week success!
This term we had a brilliant
Enterpise Week and our very own
Market!

The Zone - Hammer Bead crafts

Following the successes of Post 16’s
Enterprise initiatives over the past 2 years
an ideal has slowly spread throughout the
school, other pupils have asked and began
their own small enterprise projects, from
LT’s Café to LH’s Mint Tea delivery service.
When Mr Saunders began to develop
Enterprise in school one of the desired
outcomes was that the vision was shared
across the whole school. This term saw the
culmination of these efforts in our whole
school Enterprise market.

Class LT - Healthy Herb boxes

For one week in school each class came
off timetable in order to develop a small
business idea that they could sell at the
school market. With a £30 investment for
each class and just a week to achieve it.
it is evident that we have a number of
entrepreneurs who have definitely got what
it takes to run a small business!

Class MH - Flower Power

Class M&S - Stupendous Strawberries
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Class TK - Mirrors

Class SS - SS Enterprises
Mr Macdonald worked with classes in ICT on a website
for their Enterprise projects

Class SB - Creation Nation

Class EC - Coxy’s Car Wash

Post 16 - Natural Flavours

Enterprise class activities
Read Mrs Hitchen’s class
write up of their Enterprise
week experience!
Enterprise idea: Flower Power
“In Enterprise week we sold potted
plants, mint tea, cat mint and lavender
bags and cupcakes. We also decided to
raffle one of our potted plants which Mr.
Smith won.
We all liked different parts of the week
but we all liked working at the sale. Kyle
and Scott were a great team selling our
cat mint treat bags. Myla worked really
hard sewing the lavender and cat mint
bags. Henry worked hard working out
what change people should get when
they bought something at the stall.
tickets at the sale.

Haris worked with Mr. Quayle selling
raffle tickets at the sale.
On reflection we think we could have sold
more lavender bags and cat mint treats
because we sold out very quickly.
We all enjoyed Enterprise week and would
like to do more in the future!”

Daniel, Class LH, reviews his Enterprise activity experience

Daniel worked with his 1:1 Mrs Arthur on his class ’Flower Power’ Enterprise project
What I liked.
“I liked going to the shops to buy what we
needed and then decorating the cakes.
I liked it when I sold the cakes and
everyone liked them.
I liked buying my Minion rock.”
Things I learnt.
“I learnt how to stick to a budget, to
plan what I needed to buy, to write a
shopping list, to use the net of a cube to
make boxes for the cakes, to design an
advertising poster using describing words
and to decorate cakes so people would
buy them.”
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What could make it better next time?
“We could have had a cool box with lots
of cool blocks to keep the cakes cool and
stop the butter cream from melting before
we could sell them.”

ZONES of Regulation
Mrs Maxwell and Mrs Mellors are following
At WKS Occupational Therapy assistant,
a cognitive behaviour approach designed
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Therapist, Mrs Mellors have introduced
of their different internal emotions,
the ‘Zones of Regulation’ curriculum
THE Zones of sensory needs and thinking
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with a pilot group of students.
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The ZONES of REGULATION written and created by Leah M. Kuypers MA Ed. OTR/L. Copyright 2011 Think Social publishing, Inc

The ZONES of REGULATION written and created by Leah M. Kuypers MA Ed. OTR/L
Copyright 2011 Think Social publishing, Inc
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Arts update
Codey wins Joint First place in National Creative Awards!
Codey got Joint 1st place in National
competition ‘Engage in their future
creative awards 2018’. The photo is part
of a creative series he produced for his
GCSE work.
Congratulations Codey!

Levi in Dot Art finals!
Levi was placed as winning entry for West Kirby
School in the Dot Art schools competition with
his painting ‘Church’ and put through to the
final. His artwork was then part of an exhibition
at Liverpool John Moores School of Art and
Design. Also shortlisted were Leon and Freja.
We’re proud of you all!

Walton Hall Gardens art project!

We were asked by Walton Hall Gardens to improve the look of
their shipping containers with with some artwork. Students took
inspiration from Henri Rousseau’s work, to create a camouflage
jungle piece, with weird and wonderful creatures in it.
Post 16 students went to Liverpool to buy the paints needed,
leaf stencils were designed and cut out in school and pupils
began to design their animals before we went. We will be
returning in the autumn term to finish the project.

WKS involved at local arts event Festival of Firsts

For the 5th year running, our Art Lead Mrs Davies
involved the school with local art event ‘Festival
of Firsts’.
Pupils made flags which were displayed along
the local promenade. On the day we had a
table selling our Enterprise products including
beautifully crafted chopping boards, iphone
speakers, greetings cards and painted pebbles.
Our make your own bug house using recycled
materials proved very popular!

A big thankyou to Jordan & Nathanael for producing products to sell in their

own time and coming along on the day. You were brilliant!
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WKS pupils through to Autism’s Got Talent final!
Earlier this year we were invited to take part
in the regional round of ‘Autism’s Got Talent’.
Around 8 of our talented pupils took on
the first round of auditions, which was a 90
second video of themselves performing their
talent for the judges to see. Talents ranged
from dancing, script play, singing and magic
amongst others!
We are very proud to say that out 5 of our
pupils made it through the initial auditions
with 5 making it through to the final
‘knockout’ stage which included another
video audition with different versions of their
talents.

Out of the 5 we are incredibly pleased to
announce that 2 of our pupils, Scarlett and
Kaiden will be showcasing their talents in
the live finals at the Floral Pavilion on 23rd
November 2018.
We wish them the very best of luck
in their endeavours!

Puppetry theme Drama lessons
This term’s Drama theme was Puppetry with
Miss Millington. Students learnt 7 types
of puppetry and how they are used, the
popular ones being shadow, hand and string
puppets.
A LIPA final year Degree student, Shikara,
joined us for the term, developing the
puppetry classes and productions. She had
a background knowledge of communication
difficulties and was doing a study on
Puppetry and Autism.
Puppetry can be key in developing
communication skills and beneficial for
those on the Autistic Spectrum. This
project really allowed students to express
characters, thoughts and emotions
through the aid of puppetry. Through their
puppets, the pupil’s developed important
communication skills - turn taking,
speaking, listening & using idioms and
inferences.
Our young people really enjoyed producing
mini performances for a small audience.
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2018 WKS Leavers!
A fond farewell to all our leavers! We wish you the best
of luck for your future beyond West Kirby School!
The transition from school to college can be
difficult and challenging for all involved. It
is a recipe of high emotions and fears, mixed
with excitement and a dash of the unknown.

We would like to thank the staff from all the
colleges for the support they have given to
our pupils with their visits, interviews, taster
days and guidance. Partnership working at
it’s best!

This year we have 20 pupils transitioning
from WKS, whilst we are sad and will miss
WKS holds your past, colleges have your
them all (honest!), we believe that they are future! Good luck and please let us know
ready to make their next step on their future how you get on in college!
journeys.

We’re proud our students are
moving on to a wide range of
colleges and courses!
Wirral Metropolitan College - Prep for Life,
Hairdressing EL3, Level 1/2 Motor Mechanics,
Level 1 Art & Design, Level 3 Electronic Engineering
City of Liverpool College
Level 2 Music
College of West Anglia - Level 2 Site Carpentry
Coleg Cambria - Level 2/3 Media Studies
Leeds Art University - Foundation Diploma Art &
Design
Myerscough - Level 2/3 Animal Care
Petty Pool College - Preparation for Life & Work
Vocational Courses
Reaseheath College - Level 1 Animal Care
The Sixth Form College Birkenhead - A-Levels Psychology, Religious Studies, BTEC - Extended level
3 IT
Total People - Supported Internship
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GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK TO YOU ALL!!
“Try your best and you can’t go far wrong. Good luck” Mr Musgrave
“College is all about building – building friendships, building experiences, building
connections, building relationships and more importantly, building your future. Good luck.”
Mr Hulme

LEAVERS OF 2018
MAY-ISABEL-JORDAN
JAYDEN- JASON-PATRICK
JAKE-MATTY-JONNY
ARTUR-DOM-NATHAN
JADE-LUKE-CONNOR
JAMES-DAVID-JAMES

“Don’t try to be the person everyone around you wants you to be. Make sure every day of
your college life is dedicated towards being the person you see yourself becoming.”
It’s been an absolute pleasure to work with you all, Good Luck - Helen Shallcross
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Pupil news and achievements!
Daniel uses lego interest for his research project!
Daniel’s 1:1 Mrs Arthur, recenty used
his Lego talent and enthusiasm to help
him access learning.

Daniel’s Titanic write up

Daniel did a brilliant research and
write up project on the Titanic. He used
various sources of information, ICT and
English skills - see his write up here!
Daniel then produced this amazing
Lego creation!
Well done Daniel on everything
you found out! And wow, what a
talented Lego creator you are!

“Occupational Therapy” by Henry, Class LH
“On Tuesdays I go to O.T. with Mrs. Atkinson and Mrs. Maxwell.
8
Sometimes Miss Lambert
comes too.
I use lots of different apparatus like the roller ramp. I go in the
ball pit and in the hammock. I like to build with blocks when I
am in there and use the blanket swing too.
I feel happy when I am in O.T.”

Thanks H
enr y!

Occupational Therapy staff are working with Henry to provide enhanced sensory experiences,
to support self regulation, develop postural control and two sided co-ordination.

“My Friday Reward” by Kyle, Class LH
“I find fishing really relaxing and fun. For the last half term
I have earned to go fishing on Friday lunchtimes with Mrs.
Hitchen and we meet her husband there. He showed me
how to fish and now I can do it independently. I know how
to put my bait on, cast, reel the fish in and how to hold
them and keep them calm. I also now know how to unhook
them and use a disgourger.
It is lovely and peaceful at Damhead Lane Fishery,
Willaston, the people are really friendly and the bailiff,
Roger is really helpful. I would recommend it to everyone.
Since I’ve been going I’ve caught lots of roach, some bream,
a Crucian carp and some common carp.”
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Thanks f
or yo ur
contribut
ion Kyle!

News from our Residential care
Hello to everyone and welcome to
the Care department news.
As many of you may know it has been
somewhat of a period of change and
review for us as a department. Our
Ofsted report highlighted some areas that
need to be looked at and this now gives
us a great opportunity to re structure
and develop the provision to ensure the
wellbeing and development of our great
residents.
What was clear from the report is that
once again the outstanding care which
is given to our young people by the staff
who really do create a safe and thriving
environment. In highlighting some of
the great things our young people have
done from winning awards in climbing at
the local youth centre. To gaining places
in college and university. Independent
travel completed and gaining life skills in
a number of areas from budgeting, food

skills and preparation, to general support
in social interactions. All of these continue
to be the focus for all of us and to ensure
that when our young people transition or
leave we have, with the support of our
parents and carers, given them life skills
that will always serve them well in the
future.
Change is an inevitable part of growth
and we as a team will embrace this for
the good of our resident pupils and to
improve our skills as staff.
It really is a pleasure and a challenge to
work and watch the young people grow,
which I know is shared by us all in the
team
Gary
For the Care team
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Wheelchair rugby
This term we’ve really loved watching
our young people having a lot of fun
learning wheelchair rugby!
With regular sessions we’ve seen
pupils’ confidence grow and progress
skills each week.
With mixed class groups, it’s been
brilliant for social skills along with
hand eye co-ordination and resistance
work. Maybe the most popular thing
is legitimately bashing into each
other (and staff!) and the healthy
competition!

Scott’s review of his
Wheelchair Rugby
experience:

“On a Tuesday afternoon, I have
been playing wheelchair rugby. I
have enjoyed trying a new sport.
My favourite thing about the sport
is bashing into other people! I learnt
lots of new rules. I would like to
keep doing wheelchair rugby as I
have really enjoyed it!”

Class SB update on their Summer term activities!
It’s been a busy term for class SB, with visits
to the Imperial War Museum in Salford and
a walk up Moel Famau on one of the hottest
days of the year.
Class projects have included creating a
marble run and decorating rocks to leave
out into the community. The rocks turned
out to be a lucrative business for the WKS
Enterprise week. We also had an afternoon
of den building in Royden Park. Thank you,
Mr Jones. Pupils really enjoyed reading
“Once” by Morris Gleitzman for our English
lessons, so much so, that we are now
reading the second book in the series for fun.
The progress of each pupil has been
fantastic this year and not just in terms of
academic achievements. The class have
benefited greatly from the trial of the new
SALT curriculum which has impacted on
communication and social skills.
The class has really come together and I
look forward to watching them continue to
grow into young adults we can all be proud
of.
Mrs Brown

NEWS!
A
I
D
E
JaydenEAKING M
BR

Jayden, in our Post 16, has revealed he starred as an extra in the
production of a new Danny Boyle film! The film will be released
September 2019 so we’ll keep our eyes peeled!
Another success for him is a recent successful audition for a
stage play of High School Musical! Jayden enjoys his weekly
Drama group and is enjoying the ‘Extra’ opportunities he is with
an agency for.
Jayden ready to go for his

Jayden told us “The thing that I enjoyed most was being told
Danny Boyle filming!
what to do by the Director and also being able to work with such
!
Goo d luck Jayden
a fantastic Director such as Danny Boyle.”
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Connor enjoys work experience in Vets practice
Connor, Year 11, Class CS, did a work placement
at The Dales Vets, Moreton. He’s just finished his
GCSE’s and leaving us at the end of the year.
Connor got involved with lots of areas of the
practice and gained a lot of new experience,
knowledge and skills, including Health & Safety,
maintaining cleanliness, observing procedures
and x-rays and importantly, making teas and
coffees for his colleagues! He had the opportunity
to work directly with the vet, giving him a real
insight into day to day working life with their
patients.
“I really enjoyed my time at the vets and I feel I
have learned a lot about the animals that came
in to be treated by the vets. I also now know how
important it is to keep all of the rooms clean and
how important it is to be prepared with sterile
dressings for the animals. I will use the skills to
help me with other work placements.”
Good luck Connor!
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Yvonne Sneddon
Colleague, carer, friend and
valued member of the school and residential care team
West Kirby School & College
2002 - 2018

During the spring break we as a school were devastated and heartbroken to
lose one of the most wonderful, caring, funny, beautiful, loyal friends. Yvonne
was and will always be one of those special people who touched so many
hearts and her passing has left a huge void in our lives. She was loved by the
young people and staff alike, many of us had the privilege of having her as our
mischievous wee pal.
Yvonne has left us all very lost but she had also left us all with a priceless gift a
little piece of Scotland in our hearts Called Yvonne
God Bless Darlin
Sleep in Peace Forever with us
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Parent Support group
We continue to run a Parent
Support Group open to all WKS
parents and carers. We meet 2-3
times a year at school.
The aim of our group is to give
you a chance to meet with each
other and feel supported. We try
to discuss topics that matter to
you. Sometimes we have guest
speakers and social events which
are a good opportunity to relax,
chat and have fun!
This term we talked about your
aspirations for your children
and how this can be supported
by a functional and meaningful
curriculum in school. We also
asked for your thoughts about
future meetings- many of you
said you’d like to know more
about the therapy services at

Follow us on
Twitter!

WKS, transition, Autism,
Advocacy, local activity groups
and EHCPs.
We were pleased that so many of
you joined us for these discussions
and that you supported each
other in sharing your ideas and
experiences. Thank you for being
part of it!
Although it’s often a long way
for people to come, we do have
people who travel from Cheshire,
Lancashire, Wales, Liverpool and
Wirral. It’s an opportunity to
network and share information
about school and your local
community.
Join us for the next one!

Our next meeting will be Thursday 15th November 2018 10.30am

For more information or to let us know if you’re interested in
coming, please contact Nicky Tolley or Louise Gilmartin.
We look forward to seeing you!
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West Kirby School awarded Enhanced Commendation
We’re really proud to announce West Kirby School has been
awarded it’s Enhanced Practice Commendation by National
Autistic Society. This is only awarded where it is felt the
provision is going above and beyond usual expectations in
supporting Autistic people and exceeding the criteria.

2018 useful dates
A-Level results
GCSE results		
Back to school

Thursday 16 August 2018
Thursday 23 August 2018
Wednesday 5th September 2018

Look out for the events below in Autumn term - dates TBC
Transitions Information Evening
Parents Evening
Celebration Evening

WKS Twitter updates
@westkirbyschool

We’re always updating Twitter with lots of photos, news
from class activities, Friday options, extra curricular
activities and SEN resource links.

Follow us!

		
Wishing you all a good Summer break and

we look forward to seeing you in September!

West Kirby School and College
Meols Drive, West Kirby, Wirral, CH48 5DH Tel: 0151 632 3201 Email: schooloffice@wkrs.co.uk
Twitter @westkirbyschool Facebook westkirbyschoolandcollege
www.wkrs.co.uk
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