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It is important that for parents that their children and young people know how to keep 
themselves safe, and for us to know that most children grow up without experiencing 
abuse.  
 
You can keep your child safer by:- 

your child to help them understand about their bodies, sex and 
relationships. There is also useful reading material available in libraries. 

your child so they can talk to you if they are worried 
This may be difficult at times, but it can play an important part in helping your child 
and in developing your relationship.  

 what to do if you are worried, or suspect your child is being harmed, or 
in danger of being harmed 

about anyone who is having unsupervised contact with your 
child 

mobile phones and the internet 
 

Young people can experience risk from the internet and mobile phones. The vast majority 
of internet content is useful, but there are two main areas of risk -unsuitable contacts and 
unsuitable content 
 
If you suspect or discover your child is being abused by someone you must get 
professional advice.  
 

 your child’s school, local children’s services department or the police, 
or contact help-lines such as the NSPCC. In an emergency you can contact the police 
for advice.  
 

You may have spoken to the staff who work with your child on a daily basis over any concerns. 
They must talk to the appropriate staff, so that the school can follow correct procedures. Through 
consultation with Mr Williams, Principal and Mrs Blackledge, the Head of Care, the child 
protection co-ordinator, Mrs Powner, deals with allegations about children. The Principal is kept 
informed of all concerns, but deals particularly with allegations against staff, and consults with 
the school chair of governors and the local authority as required.  
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to children and making sure they can talk to someone if they are 
worried 

 all staff have child protection training in safeguarding children 
and know what to do if they are worried about a child, or if they have 
knowledge that a child might be being harmed 

 and recording accurately, instances in which there are grounds 
for concern about a child’s welfare, or vulnerability and initiating or taking 
appropriate action to keep them safe both at home, at school and in the 
neighbourhood or community 

employment checks on all staff and CRB (criminal records 
bureau) checks are made for those people working with children and young 
people to prevent unsuitable people working with children.  

 safe practice and ensuring staff follow professional codes of 
conduct, and having policies and procedures to keep children safer in all 
areas of school life  

effective partnership working with all those involved with 
providing services for children and sharing concerns sensitively and honestly 
with parents/carers, with due regard to confidentiality, whilst ensuring that 
parents/carers are aware of our responsibilities 
 
Parents/carers and staff can seek advice from WKRS staff- such as school 
nurse, education and childcare staff, educational psychologist, therapists 
and senior staff regarding your child’s developmental needs. Your GP, 
local health clinic can also help if you feel embarrassed, or uncertain.  
 
At school we have a number of policies such as: 
Anti-bullying            Behaviour        Child protection   Copies are available at school. 

Internet safety advice is also available from school. 
 
You can also download leaflets and information such as :  

·  What to do if you are worried about abuse 
·  Kidscape advice 
·  Protecting children from sexual abuse NSPCC guide for parents and 

carers  “ Cruelty to children must stop”. 
·  Website:   www.parentscentre.gov.uk/usingcomputersandtheinternet 
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Although growing up can be difficult, most 
children receive the love and care they need 
to develop into healthy, happy young 
adults. But some are harmed (hurt, 
neglected and badly treated by adults or 
other children. Younger children may not 
understand that what is happening to them 
is abuse.  

 

 
 
When a grown up hurts or bullies another grown up in the same family, it is 
called domestic abuse.  If a child is hurt it is called child abuse. Child abuse 
can happen in families, as well as in other places. 
 
Physical abuse can be things like hitting, slapping, pinching, kicking. 
 
Sexual abuse can be touching your private body parts of making you touch 
someone else’s private parts. Sexual abuse is generally carried out in secret, 
as the abuser uses ways to prevent the child from telling others.  
 
Emotional abuse is things like bullying, calling you names, making you feel 
bad, hurting your pets. 
 
Neglect is not giving you things you need like food, clothing or adequate 
care; not talking to you or ignoring you 
 
Abuse can mean different things to different children, and can happen once or 
many times.  That is why we try to look out for types of behaviour if we are 
concerned about changes in a child’s behaviour, but there may be other 
explanations as to why children show signs of worrying behaviour.  
 



YB Dec 08 

 
 
If this is happening to you- it is not your fault -and it is really important to get 
help. No one has the right to hurt you -it is against the law. You are not 
responsible for the bad things someone else does. 
 

advice and help if you are worried about yourself or someone 
else.   All staff have to know how to get things looked into and sorted out 
properly. 
 

 
 
Your staff can explain how you can be helped and supported. At school we 
have been able to get help for children and their families to make sure the 
abuse stops. If you prefer, you can tell someone outside the school. 

 
 

There are leaflets at school telling you to someone. You can get 
one from the medical room. There are also help lines you can contact. This 
information is displayed on the wall.  
 
Resident pupils can also look at booklets on the group explaining about the 
rules staff have to follow to make sure they are looked after properly. This 
book is called the “Young person’s Guide to the Residential Special School 
Standards” 
 
Every child matters 
 
 “If we all understand that it is the responsibility of everyone to protect 
children and young people then we can all work together to keep them safer.” 
Mr Williams, Principal and Mrs Blackledge, Head of Care.                      December 2008 
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Children and young people need to be aware that people are not always what 
they seem on the internet, they can pretend to be a teenager when they are 
actually an adult. Young people are meeting strangers online. They may be 
seeking help from dubious websites. 
 
Young people should always talk to someone they know well and trust if they 
have any concerns about contact over the internet. 
 

 
Never give out your real name, address or telephone number 
Never tell any one where you go to school 
Never agree to meet anyone from a chatroom on your own 
Never meet someone from a chatroom without your parents or an adult  

 an adult if someone makes inappropriate suggestions to you or makes 
you feel uncomfortable online 
 

 
·  If the person insists on having your address or phone number 
·  If the person wants you to e mail pictures to them of yourself in a way 

that you know is not correct 
·  If the person tells you things and tells you not to tell anyone else 
·  If the person wants to meet you and tells you not to let any one know 
·  If the person wants to keep their chats with you secret 
·  If the person tells you that you will get into trouble for telling an adult 

what is going on 
 
Often young people are afraid to tell parents in case their computer is taken 
away. Your parents want you to be safe, and other solutions can be found. 
Your safety is the most important thing. 

Website for children and young people about  
www.thinkuknow.co.uk 
www.webcrackerz.com 
www.chatdanger.com 
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Young people should always report bullying to their teacher, parent, school 
nurse or someone they trust. Help and support is always available so the 
problem can be dealt with. 
 

If you feel you are being bullied tell a friend, tell your staff, 
and tell your parents. Find a quiet time to do this. 
 

 
 
Bullying can be someone making remarks when ever they can about you 
 
e.g.  your weight, your looks, your clothes, the colour of your hair 
your schoolwork, the fact that you work hard 
 you may have a disability, or have dyslexia or dyspraxia. 
 you may have a different religion, colour or culture 
 you  may wear spectacles 
you may have been off ill  
 
It can be -physical; hitting, pinching, biting, pushing and shoving.  
It can be- damaging your belongings, stealing your money, taking friends 
away from you.  
It can be calling you names 
It can be- spreading rumours, making threats, or frightening you.  
 

 We take children’s wellbeing seriously and want to address 
problems and find solutions. School contacts parents to talk to them.   
It is hard for parents/ carers to believe that their child is being reported as the 
bully. Your child will probably deny it when you talk to him or her, but 
please listen to what the school has to say about it.  
 
Mr Brown and Mrs Candeias are the people who are responsible for co-
ordinating the support we give to pupils who are bullied, as well as helping 
pupils who have bullied others. 
 
We want our school to be a safe place, where pupils can be happy and learn. 



YB Dec 08 

 

 
 
 

 for your child could include meetings with key staff to develop 
communication skills- such as assertiveness and self confidence. 
 

about  things that your child can do to keep safe is helpful 
 

 against your child could include a warning, detention, temporary 
or permanent exclusion. A violent or one -off incident of harming another 
person could be grounds for the school to take this action.  
 
 
Bullying outside school can 
be a frequent source of 
trouble.  
 
Pupils could be being targeted 
in their home by phone texts, 
silent calls, on instant 
messenger, and by abusive 
websites and forums which 
cause humiliation and 
embarrassment. 
 
If the bully is over the age of 
criminal responsibility which is 10 in England and Wales it is possible that a 
complaint could be made to the police. In terms of working together the best 
practice is to talk with school to find the best way forward for our pupils. The 
school will seek advice if there are any concerns about children’s safety. 
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You are a bully if you do any of these things to someone else; 
 

·  You call them names 
·  You make up stories to get them into trouble 
·  You tell other people not to be friends, and leave them out of having 

fun  
 
·  You make remarks about their culture, religion, or 

colour 
·  You make remarks about their disability or medical 

condition 
·  You leave them out when you’re choosing a 

games team, or to work with you in class 
 

·  You take away their personal belongings or 
demand money from them 

·  You hide their bags, or damage their property 
·  You send them nasty text messages or make silent 

calls to their phone  
 

·  You make threats about nasty things happening to 
them 

·  You make remarks about them liking other boys or 
girls 

·  You spread rumours about them 
 

 
·  You take their friends away 

from them 
·  You hit them, kick them, trip them up or 

push them around 
·  You make remarks about their  weight 

or looks 
·  You make jokes about them when you can see they are upset 
·  You fool around when you know they don’t like it  
·  You join in with a group or gang to bully them 


