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Staffing
We have seven new staff members
to start off the new year in teaching,
classroom support and on the care
side. We are happy to announce
the birth of Grace Elizabeth to Mr
Crossley and his wife. Mr Crossley
is the Primary Department Co-
ordinator at the school. Also one of
our colleagues got married and has
emigrated to the States during the
holidays so we wish Leigh
Humphreys the very best of luck.

New Role

As from September®12007 Mrs
Farrell has a new role as L.A.C.
Designated Teacher (Looked Afte
Children). Mr J Hopkinson, WKRS
Governor, is the designated
Governor.

Development Work

Works over the summer saw the
foundations for the new link bridgg
put in place as well as newly
refurbished Pupil Toilets and a
number of areas redecorated by our
in-house staff.

School Disability
Equality Scheme

| am still looking for a parent who
has any form of disability to work
with a group of pupils and staff to
draw up a Disability Equality
Scheme. Please contact Marilyn
Josey at the school.

Examinations 2007

Once again WKRS had a very
successful year.

The year 6 and year 9 pupils coped
extremely well with the stress of
sitting the SATs (Standard

Assessment Tests) and achieved very

creditable results.

The year 11 and Post 16 pupils
achieved 100% pass rate in both
GCSE and Entry Level certificate
gualifications. A marvellous
achievement!

AS Level photography was gained K
a member of Post 16 along with a
member of staff!

A number of other staff were
successful in GCSE photography ar
others are hoping to follow in their
footsteps in 2008.

The hard work and dedication of
students and staff certainly paid
dividends and | look forward to
further achievements in 2008.

H Campbell
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Numeracy Support

Programme
For a number of years there has bes
a reading support programme in
WKRS that has had a significant
impact on literacy levels within the
school. In the autumn term of this
year a similar programme for
numeracy is to be launched. Initially]
the focus will be on those pupils tha
did not achieve the expected levels
Key Stage 3 but in time will expand
to include more pupils.

The programme will consist of
support for pupils on an individual
basis using a comprehensive softwg
suite that includes diagnostic tools
and targeted mathematical activitieg

to address identified misconception$

and areas of weakness.
H Campbell
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Post 16 Trip

Our Post 16 group will be away on a
team-building visit to Beddgelert the
final week of term. These trips have
proved to be very helpful to our
students.

The morning of

Friday 19" October a new
play which brings to life some of the
realities endured by prisoners of
conscience will visit school. The play —
which is being supported by Amnesty
International — hopes to draw attention
to the persecution and human rights
abuses faced by the thousands of
people globally, because of their
beliefs or faith.

The play, entitled ‘The face behind the
flyer’, charts the voyage of discovery
of Liverpool teenager, Anna, as she
learns about the campaign of South
American widow, Consuela, struggling
to stop the destruction of her country’s
rainforest.

In the play Anna soon learns about the
terrible fate that awaits Consuela and
many people who protest against
powerful interests in their own country.
Anna is compelled to support
Consuela, and the play follows Anna’s
journey.

Tom McLennan wrote the play and is
an Amnesty International supporter.

Thursday 15" October Active
Drama perform their new play
‘Stupidism’a look at racism, prejudice
and discrimination.

Trip to Nice

There will be a Cultural visit to Nice
Monday 4"-Thursday ¥ February.
The aim of the visit is to practise the
French language and complete
photography coursework. The group
will travel using Easyjet from
Liverpool.

October Bikeathon

On the weekend of'band 7" of

October a group of staff and pupils will
cycle from the Clyde near Glasgow to
the Forth near Edinburgh a distance of
more than 80 miles. The aim of the
sponsored ride is to raise funds for our
school’s Outdoor Education Fund —
our target is to raise at least £1000.

The riders will camp out in the hills
near Livingstone on the 2 nights they
are away and all intend to ride over 60
miles on the Saturday.

If anyone is able
to assist — or
even join us —
please contact
Mr Barden at
school.

Trip to

Morocco

A first for WKRS! To follow on from

2 pupils travelling to Morocco as part
of their Duke of Edinburgh Award last
year.

In May 2008 a group of KS4/Post16
pupils from school will be travelling to
Morocco for a 10 day trip. They will

be working and helping in an
orphanage for three days and an
overnight camp in the mountains, local
sight seeing and a camel trip/overnight
stay in the Sahara Desert.



School Improvement Plan
(SIP)
Each year our school sets an action
plan noting what our main aims for
improvement and development are.
This year a key area will be
hlghllghted each term;
SEAL — Social and Emotional
Aspects of Learning — Autumn
Term
ECM — Every Child Matters —
Spring Term
AfL — Assessment for Learning
— Summer Term

Staff CPD — Continuous Professional
Development activities are on-going
for all staff who work at WKRS —
many of these activities relate to this
year’'s 3 key.

Anti-bullying week 19-23
November
‘Safer together — safer

wherever’

You may not be aware but the week
starting 19 November is Anti-bulling
Week. As always at WKRS we will be
including this theme across assemblies
and some lessons. It is as important as
it has always been to all staff, that
pupils feel safe and happy in school.
Pupils will, as part of anti-bulling

week, be asked to fill in a
questionnaire. This will help staff to
have an up-to-date insight into pupils’
views on bullying.

If you have any questions regarding
this, or other issues around the topic of
bullying, feel free to contact me at
school

Mr D O’Brien, Anti-bulling Co-
ordinator

Home/school Books —

A plea to parents...

Please sign and return home/school
books. This helps staff keep in contact
with parents / carers and lets the pupils
see we communicate.

Thank you very much, as this is a very
important point.

A M Farrell

KS3 Co-ordinator

Residential Trips 2008

This school year the residential trips on
the Narrow Boats and Camps will be
the week of 7 — 11" July 2008. There
will also be a trip to France which will
be approximately 27June but the

exact date is to be confirmed.

F Morgan

Accelerated Reader

As you may be aware all of our pupils
are accessing our ‘Accelerated On-
Line Reading Management
Programme’ which has been shown to
have great success at motivating and
improving reading skills. Mrs Baird
our librarian is soon going to introduce
some of our younger pupils to the ‘Star
Early Literacy Programme’ which
helps pupils at the early stages of
acquiring reading skills.



